this week, The Secret Admirer is: 
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 Aquarius- A misty cloud of 


\ 
BS 


indecision that has dogged 
you for awhile must be dealt 
with this week, lest it fester 
and turn sour. Take a deep 
breath and deal with it. 


Pisces- It's time for team- 
work! You'll be able to ac- 
complish more than twice 
as much with a buddy. Help 
each other. Trade chores and 
wash each other's dishes. 


Aries- The pace of your world 
will slow down enough for 
you to give necessary atten- 
tion to important mainte- 
nance type duties. Take care 
of yourself. 


Taurus- Dig deep and return 
to a part of yourself that may 
be a bit faded and under 
used. Run your fingers over 
the brick walls of forgotten 
buildings. Remember. 
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Gemini- It's an auspicious 
time for change, whether 
it be moving to a new city, 
switching jobs, or dumping 
that lousy partner. You know 
all the right answers. 


Cancer- A long pa 
energy or aspect of yourself 
is ready to bloom this week. 
Crack your chrysalis and flex 
those thin wet wings. It'll be 
autumn soon. 


Leo- The sun has left your 
house, but it has left you a 
birthday gift. For the next 
month you.will have a swirl- 
ing uptick of practical and ef- 
ficient energy. 


Virgo- Take advantage of 
your season. You have an op- 
portunity to look behind the 
scenes and rewire your world 
to suit your wants. Walk with 
confidence into The New. 


continued from the front 


Libra- Pay close attention to 
seemingly superficial details. 
The placement of a lamp or 
cleaning your bathroom mir- 
ror may have a profoundly 
positive effect. Experiment. 


Scorpio- The bazaar is open. 
You have a very clear option 
to trade success in one area 
of your life for success in 
another. Be decisive. You're 
making the right choice. 


Sagittarius- Cancel a plan! It 
feels great and it willgive you 
time to do the thing. Goals 
that you set now will have a 
higher than average rate of 
success. Write them down. 


Capricorn- Claim a bit of 
freedom in an area where 
you feel cramped, be it do- 
mestic, work related, or a 
relationship. Loosening your 
tie will do wonders. 


And if | fall upon some distant 
cliff above a raging sea, 

my last breath will assume a grin 
and swiftly it will fly to thee. 


And there above your shoulder 
it will float 

and whisper naught but love, 
until you fall as well, my dear, 
and leave the sunlit world above. 


Then deep down in the cold loose soil, 
my fingers blind will find your own, 
and there forever more we'll sleep, 
and never more shall be alone. 


She finished her song and sat be- 
side Eric, polishing the face of her viola 
with her hem until it reflected the blue 
sky and its puffy cumulous clouds like 
a brown mirror. They sat silently in the 
folded breeze for a long while. The tide 
inhaled. the sun retreated. 


May 18, 2006 


Today | am spitting out dimes, dirty 
dimes into the puddles of a gas station 
parking lot. Somewhere nearby there's 
a leaf-strewn path that runs far, far away 
from this town. | can’t find it. I’m in a park- 
ing lot spitting dimes. 


Why am | always pretending I’m not 
poor? Where's the pride in that? Always 
| find myself in restaurants sitting across 
from people who are eating food, and | 
want food too, but | have no money. At 
all. So | say I’m not hungry. | turn down 
the scraps, the leftover boxes. | spent 
my last dollar 3 times this month. | smile 
out cavernous stomach growling echoes 
through my unemployed teeth, which 
are white and shiny thanks to stolen 
toothpaste. 


Meaning is so arbitrary today that no- 
one seems interested in calling bluffs. Ev- 


ery once in awhile, someone should say, 


“What in the fuck are you talking about?” 


to me, but they don't. Is this good? Who 
cares; nothing means anything. People 
are right to not bother challenging my 
nothing. 


| just saw a person whose facial fea- 
tures resembled alternating layers of ba- 
con and grapefruit. 


| wish | lived in a city so that | could 
walk through the city every night at sun- 
set. Then I'd probably want sunset to last 
longer. Maybe | don’t belong in a city. But 
damn. | sure could walk through a sitty at 
sunset for days and days. Jesus Christ. | 
just spelled city “sitty.’ But whatever. The 
sun knows what it’s doing. Who am | to 
make requests. 


But a dime is still worth 10 cents. 
There's always that. 


Ask us anything! PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


‘ 
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howling at you 
whenever 


The battle against empty space! 
with David Otter 


So in the never-ending war against 
dead air, I've decided to try something dif- 
ferent. I've kept extensive journals for the 
last 11 years. They line a shelf of my book- 
case. So I'm going to arbitrarily pick vol- 
umes and pages and see what i get! God 
help us all, and you have my word, these 3 
selections were indeed chosen absolutely 
arbitrarily. No cherry picking. 


January 7, 2009. 


A chemistry major hallucinates on 
mushrooms for the first time. He chooses 
to leave his field. He takes with him some 
classified information, which he uses to 
formulate a serum that slowly converts an 
organic host body into an astronomically 
powerful thermonuclear explosive. He ad- 
ministers it to himself and as he changes, 
he slowly looses his mind, growing ever 
more paranoid. He effectively ends the 
world by hitch hiking to Yellowstone Na- 
tional park and obsessively digging a 
hole over the structural weak point of the 
North American continental super vol- 
cano, shooting himself in the head when 
authorities try to detain him and remove 
him from the park. 


So there's the apocalypse. 


The story picks up an indeterminate 
number of years later. Maybe 70? Maybe 
200? Things have settled back down a bit. 
Oh and now there’s magic in the world 
for some inexplicable reason. Little is ex- 
plained. We follow a young woman, an or- 
phan now grown, who has a bicycle and is 
a bike mechanic. Bikes are highly sought 
in this world as the best means of convey- 
ance, and bike parts are the highest cur- 
rency. So bike building is woven into the 
magic aspect of this world in that different 
parts, when adjusted different ways, do 
different things while the bike is in motion. 
Like, maybe one bike, as long as you're rid- 
ing it, you don’t age, and so the dude who 
has that one makes it a fixie so he’s always 
on it. He teaches himself how to sleep ina 
track stand. Or maybe one bike breaks the 
road behind it as it passes. Maybe one has 
dragon fly wings. So our hero, she's one of 
the best, and she has a particular bike part 
that she can’t figure our how to unlock 
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and use. | think it’s a crank. She can tell it’s 
magic, but can’t figure out what it wants. 
Oh! Oh! maybe Death is a character, and 
death really wants this piece for some rea- 
son. Anyway that’s a story that basically 
writes itself. <q 


inherent to maritime Georgia, and from 
the top of their lighthouse they could see 
the entire island. A pier shot true west, 
a long narrow pause in the shimmering 
white noise sea. Silhouetted by that drum 
roll sparkle, lelle unpacked her viola and 
held it high, presenting it to the day. A 
delicate aura rose as wind caught her 
harmonics and sent the instrument hum- 
ming. 


Eric sat splayed against the rough 
stone of the lighthouse wall as she tight- 
ened and rosined her bow, and began an 
old Irish-sounding ballad, singing low and 
soft of a departed lover. Her voice was a 
thin silver moth in an ochre gold spider- 
web of viola notes. Eric’s hand wandered 
to his wrist, where it pulled absently at a 
ragged red thread of a bracelet holding a 
rainbow of beads—a travel charm given 
him long ago, and he closed his eyes. 


lelle was lost on 
her own continent, 
embracing her own 
loss and mourning 
with every move- 
ment of her body. 
A spirit sat beside 
her. She could see 
her face. It bore an 
expression that said 
thank you, I'm sorry, 
congratulations, | 
forgive you, | love 
you, all at once. 
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Yards offers its employees the best sustainable commute options in Philly! 
www.cleanair.org/clean-air-commute-awards #BrewUntoOthers 
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Emporium 


WEST PHILADELPHIA 


UNIQUE WarREsS By 
CREATIVE MAKERS 


5009 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
215.471.7700 VIXEMPORIUM.COM 


Hey Turtle, how'd 
you like to take 
10% off? 


Just enter the code TURTLE” 


at RELOADBAGS.com 
and get 10% OFF your 
ENTIRE ORDER! 


3 Days ONLY 
AUG 26-27-28 
FRI ¢ SAT ¢ SUN 
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BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


holly firesheséets 


cummask.tumblr.com 
insta: cum.mask 


PERIOD PALS 


is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. 


‘cause menstruation ain't taboo! 
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Opirits 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


21 & Catherine 

person- | just want to let you know 
that I'm in Philadelphia right now with 
a brand new grandson. 


Frankford & Master 

gal- It's funny how, like, there was a 
time when | never even went to Mas- 
ter, and now, I'm here all the time. 


Queen Village 

guy- Okay, so we have the beers, we 
have the meditation cushions... what 
else? 

gal- | don't know. | really have to pee. 


Folk Fest 
older gal to grandchild- It's not that 


: | American cheese tastes bad, it's just 


not really cheese. 


102 Trolley 

gal on phone- You're in a tanning 
bed? How'd you get locked inside a 
tanning bed? Those things don't even 
close all the way. 


Broad St Diner 

gal- Do different types of weed do dif- 
ferent things? Like how booze is a dif- 
ferent drunk than beer or something? 

guy- | don't know, but it all makes me 


poop. 


el 


@ In a controlled study, 95% of 
people were able to text things 
that they were unable to say in per- 
son. @ Recycling a single glass jar 
balances out the energy consumed 
by watching 3 hours of television. 
@ Dog poop is a natural cure for 
an itchy bug bite. @ There are, on 
average, 8,000 injuries reported 
due to musical instruments in the 
U.S. every year. @ With toilets, it's 


Ahimsa House 

young gal- Oh yeah, you can get dick 
candy on South St. 

older gal- Well, who do you give that 
to? Like as a gift? 

young gal- Your daughter. 

older gal- (laughing) | would be like 
the number 1 mom if | did that! 


In line at the Coffee Shop 

barista- Hello there! Are you wearing 
makeup today? You look great! 

guy at counter- Oh no! Not at all! Just 
looking terrific! 

(barista turns to make drink and guy 
turns to the other people in line, winks, 
then says in a stage whisper) I'm wear- 
ing makeup today. 


Wooden Shoe Books 

gal 1- Do you have that 50 Shades of 
Grey book? 

clerk- No, sorry. We don't ever have 
that in stock here. 

gal 1- Damn. | can't find that any- 
where! 

gal 2- Try every free box ever. | saw 3 
last week alone. 


Put our # in your phone! * 
* send in the good bits: *: 
eeeces ext 603 203 4766 | ae 
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40,000. @ Some Antarctic glaciers 
are upwards of 3% penguin piss. @ 
Pirates wore earrings due to a su- 
perstition that they improved both 
balance and eyesight. @ The first 
alarm clock ever had no off switch 
and was permanently set to 4am. 
@ Mel Blanc, voice of Bugs Bunny, 
was allergic to carrots. @ According 
to the Bible, the chicken came be- 
fore the egg. @ 


@CLross 
1. Small, viral growth 
5. Tuchus 
9. Can mean he loves me, or he loves 
me not 
14. Very popular succulent plant 
15. Human cage 


16. Texas memento 

17. Animal, vegetable or mineral 

18. Matured 

19. A pariah 

20. Cloud of sycophants 

22. Alter for the better 

23. Oracles 

24. Wear away over time 

26. An uncle 

29. Heart-shaped leaf deciduous tree 

33. Imagine 

38. The whole thing 

39. Bridle strap 

40. Collect olfactory information 

42. Acknowledge 

43. Appraise 

45. Doesn't hurt 

47. Like a noble gas 

48. Synthesizes proteins with DNA 

49. Sonar above the water 

52.A small map in a big map 

57. Dickensian ragamuffin 

60. Pilgrim vessel 

63. Precedes the Odyssey 

64. Something God really hates 

65. Mas 

66. Moisten meat during cooking 

67. Inconvenient truther. 

68. Operatic solo 

69. EASTER, but missing 1 letter 

70. In a new, stronger way 
A71.A really cool action 


Travia Tire 


1. Fades to naught 

2. Without aid 

3. Path traveled 

4. Between baritone and alto 
5. Not quite closed 

6. Base rhythm for Indian improvisation 
7. Starve out the enemy 

8. Someone born before you 
9. Lawful good warrior 

10. So basic 

11. Arcane way to store music 
12. Prayer punctuation 

13. Someone with the power 
21. Things a thing can do 

25. OLEFIN. It’s olefin 

27. Failed to connect 

28. Like, such a long time 

30. Jump in head first 

31. Cupid’s Greek cousin 

32. Something that this paper lacks 
33. Epochs 

34. Home 

35. Permission to stay abroad 
36. Make someone drunk 

37. Ashot 

41. Along way away 

44. The spread of lies about a person 
46. Holds the coffin lid down 
50. My Latina pal 

51. A radioactive gas 

53. Pizza joint on 7 & Kater 
54. Cursed 

55. Spooky shit 

56. Tire texture 

57. Taunt 

58. Oh, lost! 

59. Spray or fog 

61. The good ol’ days 

62. Navigated through the air 


TIME’S 
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RARECO | 


Home Goods Art Furniture Fashion 


410 Fitzwater St 
Queen Village 


(267) 281-4228 


A foster home provides a safe, loving environment 
for a cat to live while he or she waits tor a permanent home. 


More foster homes = More cats saved! 


Please contact projectmeowfosters@gmail.com to learn more! 
Thanks! 


Think you have the right stuff to be a foster parent for a 
needy cat or kitten? You won't know until you ask ... 


LAST 


1- You will'find this:type of joint in the human skull. 
2- What does Cerberus guard the gate to? 


3- What is Tiger Woods’ real first name? 
4- A diet lacking this leads to goiters. 


5- Which country has the longest coastline? 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


